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Britain's two leading contemporary music magazines Q, and, MoJo, respectively, describe
Martyn Joseph as having 'a depth, resonance and emotional punch, which belies comparisons',
and as being 'an artist of enduring worth'. Meanwhile The Guardian was transfixed by this gifted
and gracious Welshman's 'burnished voice' whilst Tom Robinson of BBC 6 Music and iconic
songwriter himself, regards Martyn as one of Britain's 'most charismatic and electrifying
performers'. The Boston Globe concluded that the man was a ‘profound experience’.

Such press plaudits, and there are many more to choose from, would make any publicist purr with
pleasure, but for Martyn Joseph, he regards them in a detached, almost incidental kind of way.
For Martyn, 'it's the song that matters'.

Yet such is Martyn's stature as an acoustic artist of almost hypnotic ability that BBC Radio 2,
Britain's most listened to radio network, featured Martyn in their peak-time series on
Singer/Songwriters. To be awarded the garland of your own programme on the Sony 'Station Of
The Year', and placed alongside the likes of Elvis Costello, Richard Thompson and Mary Chapin
Carpenter really says it all about Martyn's abilities.

Martyn's 20 year career has embraced some notable achievements including 5 Top 50 UK chart
positions, with such songs as 'Dolphins Make Me Cry', 'Working Mother' and 'Let's Talk About It
In The Morning', and appearances and tours with, amongst others, Suzanne Vega, Marc Cohn,
Joan Armatrading, Clannad, Chris De Burgh, Jools Holland, Art Garfunkel, and even, Celine
Dion. However, for Martyn, these various accomplishments, satisfying though they are, count as
just part of the process, the necessary presentation aspect. As he says, 'Really what I do is try
and write songs that might make a difference'. His touring work and appearances over the years,
on both sides of the Atlantic, have helped to establish this gifted and gracious Welshman as one
of the foremost singer/songwriters of his generation.  As Janis Ian said of sharing a stage
with Martyn  'I loved working with him. I loved listening to him, I'd love to work with him again,
anytime, anyplace’.

Martyn's particular strength is in the lyrical narrative of his songs, be they contemporary protests
against injustice and inhumanity, a musical psalm to the fulfilment and fragilities of love, or a
piercing précis of social history, 'it's the song that can soothe, explain, and even in a small way
save us'. In this manner he carries on in the tradition of the six string balladeer as both catalyst
and interpreter of our raddled and rewarding times, our personal and communal stories sung out
loud in the spirit of Woody Guthrie, Ewan MacColl, Hank Williams and Bruce Springsteen. That
tradition, and sound, that thankfully still emerges from The Hallowed Hobo's Hall of Fame.

Across a 10 year cycle of albums from the Sony days of 'Being There' to this year's two volume
live compilation 'Don't Talk About Love, Martyn's song catalogue is an awesomely impressive
archive of our times, our tribulations, our wonder and our wounds. Amongst the considerable
collection of positive reviews of Martyn's recording and live work, the two regularly recurring
words describing, in particular, his performances are 'passion' and 'humour'. One observer after
seeing Martyn in concert likened the experience and content to 'the beautiful business of being
alive with all its jokes, absurdity and sadness, seared by music for the heart and head'. When you
encounter Martyn Joseph, you'll hear likewise.........

http://www.martynjoseph.com/


Qoutes

“Opener Martyn Joseph was a profound experience of his own. He combined edgy protest songs
that  reached a Phil Ochs intensity at times, but also had a droll sense of humor that kept the
audience pleasantly off guard throughout.
A fine talent.”
The Boston Globe

“One of the most charismatic and electrifying performers in Britain today...tough and passionate”
Tom Robinson

“I loved working with him. I loved listening to him, I’d love to work with him again, anytime,
anyplace..”
Janis Ian

“A depth, resonance and emotional punch, which belies comparison. One of acoustic music’s
most original voices and most forward looking of his generation of singer/songwriters”.
Q Magazine

“A burnished voice, intimate manner and unhurried guitar style”
The Guardian

“He creates an intimacy that transforms a cavernous hall into a cosy front room”
The Western Mail

“Martyn sings with such a passion that you feel every ounce of love and pain”
The Tip Sheet.

“Somewhere between Chris Rea and Mark Knopfler, with touches of Springsteen grit and Big
Country’s social compassion. Accomplished work like this deserves to be heard”.
Q magazine

“Joseph proves that the path to integrity is a celebration not a chore. An artist of enduring worth”
Mo Jo

Discography

1988  An Aching And A Longing                                                  Shark
1992 Being There                                                                           Sony Music
1993 Being There/Undrugged                                                       Sony Music
1995  Martyn Joseph                                                                     Sony Music
1996  Full Colour Black And White                                            Grapevine
1998  Tangled Souls                                                                       Grapevine
1999  Far From Silent                                                                   Pipe Records
2000  The Shirley Sessions                                                            Pipe Records
2000  Thunder and Rainbows..the best we could find 88-00     Pipe Records
2001  Don’t Talk About Love  Live 92-02  Vol 1                        Pipe Records
2002  Don’t Talk About Love  Live 92-02  Vol 2                        Pipe Records


